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March 10, 2020 

Dear Plainfield Public Schools Staff, Students, Parents, and Community Members: 

As you are aware, on Monday, March 9, Governor Phil Murphy declared a state of 

emergency to “contain the spread of the COVID-19.” Eleven people in the Garden State 

have tested positive for Coronavirus, though officials say they expect more cases. 

Plainfield does NOT have any suspected or reported cases of COVID-19. In order to 

prevent the spread of respiratory viruses, everyone is encouraged to practice everyday 

preventive steps that may help slow down the spread of respiratory illnesses like colds, 

flu, and the Coronavirus: If you or your child is feeling sick with flu-like symptoms, please 

stay home as not to spread any viruses. Please continue to wash your hands frequently 

with soap and water and cover your coughs and sneezes. School nurses have been briefed 

on Coronavirus symptoms and we will continue to share the latest health department 

guidance with families and community members as we receive them. 

We are in the process of canceling and/or postponing all out-of-state travel for students 

and staff. School principals, coaches, and sponsors are encouraged to postpone some 

large “indoor” event gatherings as not to expose our students to any viruses. Please 

contact your child’s school before attending any events. We are in regular contact with 

the local Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the New Jersey 

Department of Health regarding updates on the Coronavirus. We are frequently cleaning 

schools, buses, offices, restrooms while stocking — and restocking, if needed — soap and 

paper towels. 

For Spring Break travel, any member of the Plainfield Community considering traveling to 

a high-risk area should contact the county or state health department for instructions 

prior to departure and before returning to work and/or school. 
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On Friday, March 13, 2020, we are CLOSING SCHOOLS FOR STUDENTS ONLY. During 

this time, we will “plan assignments for students” in the event we need to close for an 

extended amount of time. Schools will also receive an additional cleaning and disinfecting 

at this time. For the past week, we have been exploring Internet Accessibility for students 

who do not have access at home so they may continue learning just in case we have to 

close. As a gentle reminder, we are CLOSED on Monday, March 16, 2020 for a scheduled 

Professional Development Day. 

It is important to stay informed and up to date regarding this very serious matter. 

Additional information and resources are available at www.nj.gov/health or by calling the 

hotline number:  1-800-222-1222 or 1-800-962-1253 if using an out-of-state line. Trained 

healthcare professionals are standing by to answer your call 24/7 OR again, you may visit 

www.nj.gov. This webpage includes fact sheets in multiple languages, links to the state 

and county health departments, and frequently asked questions about the Coronavirus. 

Plainfield Public Schools is committed to providing a safe teaching, learning and working 

environment for all students, staff and our stakeholders. We will continue to consult with 

the County’s Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the New Jersey 

Department of Health on appropriate procedures and recommendations to ensure 

student and staff safety. 

Sincerely, 

Diana Mitchell, Ed.D. 

Superintendent  
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